
 
The Hermitage 

50 Benwick Road 
Doddington 

Cambs 
PE15 0TG 

Telephone 07889 990223 
14 January 2014 
 
Dear Mr Medd 
 
I am appealing to you for help in this matter as Leader of Fenland District Council and as 
such I feel that you should be made aware of the certain inappropriate behaviour of a 
member of your Council. 
For a number of years now and certainly commencing in 2009 I have been at the receiving 
end of inappropriate and intimidating behaviour and the unpleasant actions of David Connor. 
This man moved into the house next door to me in 2009 and in January 2010 told me that 
our boundary line was not correct and that my Land Registry Plan was incorrect. In April 
2010 I was forced to take serious action because David Connor was forcefully attempting to 
steal some of my land by sending Youths with their faces covered, to hammer fence posts 
into my land thereby fencing off from me, land which I legally owned. This was a very 
frightening situation for me as I was alone and vulnerable. I contacted the District Council 
Solicitor by telephone as David Connor had told me, in a confrontational situation, that he 
had managed to get onto the Council and that he was particularly interested in the Planning 
Committee because he wanted the ‘Power’ it would give him. At that time I had submitted 
through a local and reputable Planning Consultant, an application for permission on a piece 
of development land which I own and  which adjoins Mr Connor’s property. I had previously 
turned David Connor down when he told me (suggesting no choice in the matter) that he 
would buy my land. 
The Council Solicitor told me that the District Council has no control over the personal 
behaviour of any District Councillor in relation to their personal life, but that he would have a 
personal word with Mr Connor that week as he was seeing him anyway in relation to his 
appointment. 
My Planning application was eventually granted with no intervention from David Connor as 
he apparently had to undergo some training for the Planning Committee, so was unable to 
involve himself in my Application. 
Subsequently his intimidating behaviour escalated and  I had no other choice, so I took my 
case to the District Judge in Peterborough as David Connor was constantly parking his very 
big vehicle which is a 4x4 Black Navara immediately outside my front entranceway. I have 
photographs which I had to take for my Court Case showing his vehicle 18 inches from my 
front porch entrance. There were several times when I had to ask him to move his vehicle so 
that I could have a delivery or removal of furniture from my home. His Barrister’s Defence 
Statement disclosed that he had an unhealthy knowledge of my movements in relation to 
when I was or was not at home. His unhealthy attentions made me feel that I was no longer 
safe in my own home so I spent long stays at my Daughter’s and my Mother’s homes as a 
result. 



When the case was heard by District Judge Chaudhuri  on 20 May 2013 (Claim No 
3PE00193)  the Boundaries were determined in accordance with my Title Plan and I was 
given the right to remove fencing erected by David Connor and replace it with my own in the 
position determined by my Land Registry Plan and Judge Chaudhuri. 
Unfortunately this was not to be the end of the feud. 
In June 2013  I  submitted a Pre-application to Fenland District Council for Part-Change of 
use on my very large 20 room house to a Children’s Day Nursery. My house had been on 
the market for 3 years at considerably less than what it had cost me (including renovation 
work) but I was unsuccessful in selling so I had to find an alternative. I have previously built 
up and run three very successful Childrens Day Nurseries in Huntingdon but due to a cancer 
scare in 2002  was forced to sell. I felt that The Hermitage, with its design layout, it’s size 
and  it’s location was ideal for this purpose and I wanted to repeat my past success as my 
job prospects were null and void  having been ‘made redundant’ from running The South 
Fens Business Centre at Chatteris.  
The Application was handled by Peter Humphrey Associates Wisbech and the end Date for 
decision on the actual Application was originally dated 4 November 2013. To date a decision 
has still not been made. 
I was advised at a meeting at Fenland Hall on 3 December with Graham Nourse, Alison 
Callaby and Kathryn Brand that my application was being forwarded for approval on a 
delegated decision. I have emails to prove that this was the case. I also have emails to 
prove that the paperwork relating thereto was being prepared for week commencing 6 
January 2014. However there has suddenly been a complete turn-around and the case has 
now been listed to go before the Planning Committee. 
In 2006 I was involved in the development of Fenland District Council’s diagrammatic 
representations of the Processes within all the Service departments for use by Staff within 
the One Stop Shops. I am the author of several of those processes and I am therefore 
familiar with them. 
What has now happened with my Application does not conform to process and is illogical. 
 
I have now discovered that there has been some considerable intervention by David Connor 
during the period between 1 January and 6/7 January. 
 
It appears that David Connor is using his position as a Fenland District Councillor and Vice 
Chairman of The Planning Committee as well as his position as a Cambridgeshire County 
Councillor to rally opponents against my application for a change of use to Nursery. 
I would like to know who has given David Connor the dispensation to use his position as a 
District Councillor and a County Councillor to lead or rally an opposition party against my 
Planning Application. 
I would like to know under what authority this has been granted considering that he clearly 
has a personal interest in my Planning  Application and also considering that this man is 
using his position in such a way that is contrary to the Power granted to him, and he is  
clearly attempting to head a personal vendetta against me. 
 
I hold a considerable amount of evidence in the form of Court Papers, Documents,  
Photographs and Police Incident Numbers. 
I also have copies of derogatory statements that David Connor has made on social networks 
such as Twitter and a Newspaper article resulting from an Interview he gave, that was 
posted on the Internet but which I was able to stop from going to Print. I also hold a 
threatening letter that was sent to me by David Connor signed in his capacity as a Fenland 
District Councillor and a Cambridgeshire County Councillor. 
All of which are available for scrutiny. 



 

District Councillors and County Councillors are supposed to follow the Council's ethical and 
other codes of conduct at all times with honesty and integrity. They should be there to 
represent the people within our Community. To understand and listen to the views of 
ordinary people going about their daily and working lives.  

They are not meant to use their powers in such a way that is self-gratifying and for their own 
personal gain or satisfaction and certainly not to intimidate and worry people living locally 
within their own community. 

This, David Connor has done to me and it is not morally or ethically right. 
Please intervene and put a stop to this matter.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Diane Oswald 



From: Elworthy, John [mailto:John.Elworthy@archant.co.uk]  
Sent: 14 January 2014 14:56 
To: Paul Medd 
Cc: Alan Pain; Alan Melton 
Subject: Re Planning Aplication F/YR13/0679/F 
 
Paul, 
 
We are covering the story of the above planning application but two things have 
arisen which concern me. 
1: The property referred to is 50 Benwick Road, Doddington, the home of Cllr D 
Connor, who I am told during the planning visits last week asked at least one other 
member of the committee to join his opposition to the proposed nursery when it 
comes before the planning committee in February. Cllr Connor is the applicant’s 
neighbour. I am told that the committee member concerned who on the bus will 
confirm this request if asked.  
 
2: The attached letter is from Cllr Connor to the applicant (and his neighbour) and 
dated last summer which he signed both as a district and county councillor. It is about 
an alleged planning breach which I assume is on record somewhere but I have been 
unable to find.  
 
 
 
 
John  
 
 
 
 
 
John Elworthy 
Editor 
Cambs Times/Wisbech Standard/Ely Standard 
 
Tel: 01354 661915 (direct) 
Mob: 07918 691210 
 @johnelworthy  
www.cambstimes24.co.uk 
www.wisbechstandard24.co.uk 
www.elystandard24.co.uk  
 





From: Elworthy, John [mailto:John.Elworthy@archant.co.uk]  
Sent: 15 January 2014 13:53 
To: Paul Medd 
Subject: RE: Re Planning Aplication F/YR13/0679/F 
 
Cllr Patrick has confirmed to me that although he was not on the ‘planning bus’ he 
has been telephoned by Cllr Connor and asked for his support in rejecting this 
application.  
 
 
Regards 
 
John  
 
John Elworthy 
Editor 
Cambs Times/Wisbech Standard/Ely Standard 
 
Tel: 01354 661915 (direct) 
Mob: 07918 691210 
 @johnelworthy  
www.cambstimes24.co.uk 
www.wisbechstandard24.co.uk 
www.elystandard24.co.uk  
________________________________________ 
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From:   Diane Holden <diane.holden2@btinternet.com>
Sent:   21 January 2014 15:27
To:     Alan Pain
Subject:        Twitter / David Connor

Just an afterthought - If you Google 'Twitter' then click on 'search', type in 
dwconnor10 and then click on full Profile. There is quite a bit from him on 
the 'Doddington News' Twitter site too.
 
With Regards from 
Diane

file:///H|/CONDUCT%20COMMITTEE/2014/20%2002%2014/06%20Ms%20Oswald%20twitter%20email.txt11/02/2014 15:12:57
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From:   Diane Holden <diane.holden2@btinternet.com>
Sent:   21 January 2014 15:20
To:     Alan Pain
Subject:        Councillor Connor / Code of Conduct / Diane Oswald
Attachments:    Extracts from Council Code of Conduct.docx

Dear Alan
thank you for your call. Document attached as discussed.
 
With Regards from 
Diane
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CODE 1 CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS 

Part 1  

General Provision 

................. 

 (5) Where you act as a representative of your authority –  

(a) or another relevant authority, you must, when acting for  

that other authority, comply with that other authority’s  

code of conduct; or  

(b) On any other body, you must, when acting for that other  

body, comply with your authority’s code of conduct,  

except and insofar as it conflicts with any other lawful  

obligations to which that other body may be subject........ 

 

General Obligations  

. (1) You must treat others with respect.  

  (2) You must not ‐  

 (a) do anything which may cause your authority to breach  

any of the equality enactments (as defined in section 33 of the Equality Act 2006);  

(b) bully any person;  

 (c) intimidate or attempt to intimidate any person who is or is  

likely to be‐  

(i) a complainant,  

(ii) a witness, or  

(iii) involved in the administration of any investigation  

or proceedings,  

In relation to an allegation that a member (including  

yourself) has failed to comply with his or her authority’s  



code of conduct; 

 

5 You‐must not conduct yourself in a manner which could reasonably be  

regarded as bringing your office or authority into disrepute.  

Interests  

  

Personal Interests  

8. (1) You have a personal interest in any business of your authority  

where either‐  

 (a) relates to or is likely to affect‐  

.....................(b) a decision in relation to that business might reasonably  

be regarded as affecting your well‐being or financial  

position or the well‐being or financial position of a  

relevant person to a greater extent than the majority of‐............  

Prejudicial interest generally  

  

10. (1) Subject to sub‐paragraph (2), where you have a personal  

interest in any business of your authority you also have a  

prejudicial interest in that business where the interest is one  

which a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant  

facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to  

prejudice your judgement of the public interest.  

 

 

 

CODE 2 LOCAL CODE OF CONDUCT ON PLANNING MATTERS   

Lobbying  



1. In most cases it should be possible for a member to listen to a particular body  

of opinion, without engaging in lobbying for a particular outcome, and wait  

until the Planning Committee, to hear all the evidence presented, before  

making a final decision.  

......... 

• should not express an opinion which may be taken as indicating that they  

have already made up their mind on the issue before they have  

considered all the evidence and arguments;  

....... 

 • should not openly declare which way they intend to vote in advance of the  

relevant Committee meeting, or otherwise state a commitment to oppose. 

........ 

Members who have openly declared their voting intention (on a planning or  

any other application, enforcement case or Local Development Framework  

proposal)  in advance of the relevant Committee meeting should declare their  

interest and not vote because they could be considered to have fettered their discretion. In those  

circumstances a member should not speak and vote as a member of the Planning Committee.  

In such cases the member has been excluded not because of the code but  

because the member's previous actions have fettered his/her discretion and  

possibly laid the Council open to the objection that the planning process has been tainted. 

........... 

To avoid impressions of improper influence which lobbying by members can  

create:   

• Members should avoid organising support for or opposition to a planning  

matter to be determined by the District Council, and should not lobby  

members of the Planning Committee ‐ such actions can easily be  

misunderstood by parties to the application and by the general public;   



• Members should not put pressure on officers for a particular  

recommendation;  

  

26. There is much case law on what are, and are not material planning matters.  

Planning matters must relate to the use and development of land. For  

example, the following are not normally planning matters and cannot be taken  

into account in planning decisions: ......... 

• the fear that an objector's house or property might be devalued;  

The Media  

  

27. The principles of this Code also apply to press contact. Members and officers  

when commenting to the media on planning matters should:  

  

• have regard to the points made in the section on lobbying;  

  

• ensure that they do not give the ‐impression that they have pre‐judged the  

planning application;  

 

• make clear that members will retain an open mind until such time as the  

full facts are available and these are debated by the appropriate  

Committee;  

 ................ 
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